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Reply to Office Action of September 20, 2004 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In the Office Action dated September 20, 2004, 2004, Claims 1-11 are pending, of which 
only Claim 1 is independent. Claims 1-5 and 8-10 have been allowed. In addition, the Examiner 
has indicated that dependent Claims 6, 7, and 1 1 would be allowed if amended to overcome the 
objections set forth in the Office Action. Accordingly, Applicant has amended Claims 6, 7, and 
1 1 as set forth above. 

In particular, Claim 6 has been amended to clarify that the step of injecting the first 
combustion fuel comprises injecting the first combustion fuel through a manifold comprising an 
annular space that extends circumferentially around the at least one stream of oxidizing fluid. 
Claim 7 has been amended to correct informalities noted by the Examiner. Claim 1 1 has been 
amended to recite injecting a recycle gas comprising steam and carbon dioxide into the 
combustion chamber to limit the combustion temperature to about 4000° F. 

Applicant submits that the amendments set forth above correct each of the objections 
made by the Examiner. Further, Applicant asserts that these amendments are wholly unrelated to 
the substantive patentability of the claims. Accordingly, Applicant submits that Claims 1-1 1 are 
now allowable. 

Consideration Of Previously Submitted Information Disclosure Statement 
It is noted that an initialed copy of the PTO Form 1449 that was submitted with 
Applicant's Information Disclosure Statement filed March 26, 2004 has not been returned to 
Applicant's representative with the Office Action. Accordingly, it is requested that an initialed 
copy of the Form 1449 be forwarded to the undersigned with the next communication from the 
PTO. In order to facilitate review of the references by the Examiner, a copy of the Information 
Disclosure Statement and the Form 1449 are attached hereto. Applicant will be pleased to 
provide copies of the references upon the Examiner's request. 
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CONCLUSIONS 



In view of the remarks presented above, Applicant submits that the present application is 
in condition for allowance. As such, the issuance of a Notice of Allowance is therefore 
respectfully requested. In order to expedite the examination of the present application, the 
Examiner is encouraged to contact Applicant's undersigned attorney in order to resolve any 
remaining issues. 

It is not believed that extensions of time or fees for net addition of claims are required, 
beyond those that may otherwise be provided for in documents accompanying this paper. 
However, in the event that additional extensions of time are necessary to allow consideration of 
this paper, such extensions are hereby petitioned under 37 CFR § 1.136(a), and any fee required 
therefore (including fees for net addition of claims) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 16-0605. 



Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 



Respectfully submitted, 




Nicholas F. Gallo 
Registration No. 50,135 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 




CLT01/4670686vl 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re: Kenneth M. Sprouse, et al. Confirmation No.: 

ApplNo.: To be assigned Group Art Unit: 3746 

;d: Concurrently herewith Examiner: Louis J. Casaregola 

FLUID INJECTION AND INJECTION METHOD 



Stop Patent Application 
ommissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
CITATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 

Attached is a list of documents on form PTO-1449. 

It is requested that the Examiner consider these documents and officially make them of 
record in accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97 and Section 609 of the MPEP. By 
submitting the listed documents, Applicant in no way makes any admission as to the prior art 
status of the listed documents, but is instead submitting the listed documents for the sake of full 
disclosure. 

No items are attached as they were supplied in, or cited by the Office during prosecution 
of, parent Application No. 10/242,341 filed September 12, 2002. Since the benefit of this 
application was claimed under 35 U.S.C. 120, no copies need to be furnished in accordance with 
37 C.F.R. 1.98(d); however, copies will be furnished on request 

Respectfully submitted, a^/j 

Nicholas F. Gallo 
Registration No. 50, 1 35 

Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

1 0 1 South Try on Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444- 1 000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 
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"Express Mail" mailing label number EV 440825015 US 
Date of Deposit March 26, 2004 
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